THE   EEMINISCENCES   OF   CARL  SCHURZ
and women of superior mind and character, but her enthusiastic
nature was so genuine, her desire to offer a home to the exiles
so indefatigable, her sympathy with every case of suffering so
self-sacrificing, and her character, with all the freedom of per-
sonal intercourse, so perfectly spotless and unassailable, that
she would easily have been forgiven much greater vanity. For
many of the refugees she was really a good fairy. One she
enabled at her own expense to send for his long-betrothed bride
from Germany; for another she procured a decent dwelling*,
and made a secret agreement with the landlord according to
which she paid part of the rent; she ran about to procure occu-
pation as a teacher for a third; for a fourth, an artist, she got
orders; to a fifth she was the sister of mercy in illness. With
watchful providence she sought to learn from one what the
other might want and what she might do to help, for she was
always careful to hide the helping hand. Her self-sacrificing1
lavishness went so far that she imposed upon herself all sorts
of privations to help others with her savings* Thus she had only
one gown in which to appear in the salon. This was of purple
satin and had in bygone times doubtless appeared very elegant;
but as she constantly wore it there was visible on it not only-
threadbare spots, but even patches. Some of the ladies of our
circle talked to her about it, and she replied: " Ah, yes, it is
true I must have a new gown; I have been frequently on my
Way to a dressmaker, but every time something more necessary
occurred to me and I turned back." The old gown had there-
fore to do service throughout  another entire  winter. There
could have been nothing more charming than the zeal with which
in her drawing-room she sought to cheer the depressed and to
minister consolation and courage to the downcast, and I still
see her, as with her sparkling blue eyes she sat among us and
talked eloquently about the great change that was to take place                      '              ' 'tes, and an unwillingness to abandon that traditional                        1
